A Living TESTIMONY againft * 
THOMAS. HICKS, | 
And bis Confederates Damnable Hereſie, Folly, Sub- 
 tilty, and Deceit, noted in his Thirg Book touching 


the Light in Man, with an Epiſtig;Þ wwieh e Baptiſt 
People, and others, that they may / 0 Repel aud 
to the knowledge of the Truth, ax he |, 2, day of 


Goas great Love. 


wie Aving Demonſtrated in a Lreatiſc Printed in the 
\\ | Year 1673. Thomas Hicks his damnable Hereſie 
in a Book'Efitituled, Damnable Hereſie Diſcovered : 
To which Thomas Hicks replyed ,by way of Dia- 
logue, Fool-like, for it's their Nature when one 
do touch them to fall on another, he falls on the, whole Body 
of Friends ſcornfully called Quakers ; and my felfamongſt them, 
* as his firſt Dialogue teftifieth 3 and inſtead of confeſſing his Er- 
rors and Folly, proccods, charging me for ſaying things in my 
Bbok which are not in my Book, pervertin | my ſayings, as his 
manner is, by adding words of his own to them, .as may appear - 
by his Book, and mine compared together ; and to cover him- 
ſelf in this deceit; faith, that the Scripture is his Rule in Faith 
and PraRice ; upon this I replyed, when I ſaw his Book to ma- 
vifeſt his Folly in Print, ina Second ſmall Treatiſe, Printed ig 
the Year 1673, &c. And now regtiog, 6 'Third Book of his, 
ſet forth by txim by' way of Dialogue, Entituted , The © 5ater 


condemn d ont of his owu Mouth: In reading of this Book,-I un. 
derftanding thereby the: Controverke about the Light in Man, 
by Hidi a3ain revived, and denyed.to-be'God, 'or Chit,” ec. 
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ved by the Lord, who 1s a Living Witneſs to manifeſt his Folly 
and damnable Hereſie in order hereto, for the help of the weak 
underRtanging/1 ſhall pigccep by way of, particulars, and*touch- 
briefly on cach particular z and firſt, to the firſt; | | 

1. The. Hicks ſaith," that the Light in every man_is man's 

'- Spirit, a Croature;' that Man's Spirit is « Creature, I do-cen- 
fels ; becauſe the: Holy Scripture. teftificth to it, Eſay 47. 16. But 
that mans Spirit is the Light that convinceth the World of fin, 
25 Tho. Hicks hath affirmed, that Ldo deny ; and this is my firſt 

particular, _ F Ss BEL 

2. Tho. Hicks hath affirmed in his Third Book, p. $,g. that 

it ought to be obeycd ; this fecond particular alſo I do deny upon 
this account of being man's Spirit ; but before I give my reaſon, 
Reader, Not., Tho. Hieks for his attirmatiog touching this parti- 
cular, brings no Holy Scripture. for confemation, but his own 
private ſayings ; nor indeed, mark ! go Holy Scripture given by 
Divioe inſpiration is, as Tho. Hicks his ſayings are, &:. there- 
fore let Tho. Hicks his affirmation be tryed by Holy Scripture : 
and firſt to the farft particular., __. - 7 
6 affirms the Light in cvery man that convinces them of fin, 

is man's Spirit; and yet. brings, no holy Scripture- for confire 
mation of it; for as-I ſaid before., nor can he, nor na holy 
mans ſayings.fot' it but bis own ſaying : and yct ſaith the Scrip- 
ture is his Rule in Faich ,and Pracjce-; therefore according to. 
holy Scripture ſhall he be tryed.: Tho. ftand to thy Tryal : Mark ! 
It was the promiſe of the Father in the. laſt dayes to pour out of 
his Spirit upon all Fleſh, and ſaith, Chrift when he is come, he. 
ſhall convince the. World of finz if ſo, why fhould not ghis 
Lightjn all men. thet convinceth. them. of fin, be the, promiſe 
off ie Father, ſein that it doth, e work which. Chrift fore+ 
told it ſhould do, vi4; convince the. World of fin, os Seripture. 
witch ; be ppm Herron; aw Lands Poogyy ods 
teſtifie according to hqly, Scripture,: that this, is that Spirit tha | 

' he pro yle.of the Father; to which;l tefti- 
in thele 13, Ycars nine times in Print pave x 3 


-— —— 


- 
% V7 


4 


Ge, and bave wi 


"I £5 


; (3) 

teſtimony, befides many ELL for it : if ſo, then why ſhould 
not that judgment be given on Tho. Hicksas it is written, every 
tongue that riſes up in judgment againſt thee thou ſhalt condemn: 
for he ſaith that the light in every man,which convinceth them of 

' ſin, is mans ſpirit: one witneſs more I (hall produce, that it is 
the breath ofthe power of God, the brightneſs of the everlaſting 
Light entering into holy ſouls in all ages : Mark, in all ages, 
makes them friends of God, and holy Prophets, 17/d. 7, Now 
Tho. Hicks to me hath ſaid, that the breath God breathed into 
Adam was mans ſpirit, the light in every man, ec. Mark, the 
breath God breathed into Adam, by which man came tobea 
living ſoul, my teſtimony is, was the Creating ſpirit; for it is 
written, by the breath of the Lord were the Heavens made, and 
all the hoſt of them: therefore it cannot be mans ſpiric ; becauſe, 
as Scripture teſtifheth, mans ſpirit was & created ſpirit, and called 
a Candle ; but the Creating ſpirit is the: light that lights it, as 
Scripture witnefleth : therefore according to holy Scripture, 
Tho. Hicks, this is ty ſentence : Thee and thy Confederates 
are found Lyers, Dent. 33. 29. | 

Now I ſhall touch upon the {ccond Particular : Thou haſt af- 
firmed that the Light within is mans Spirit, and that it ought to 
be obeyed : thatit ought to be obeyed, . is thy ſecond Particular. 
Thou art totake notice of, on the T'ryal ; that thou haft (o ſaid, 
thy third Dialogue teſtifieth, page $, 9+ this I dodeny, for theſe 
Reaſons following, 

11, Thou thy ſelf confeſleth that Mans Spirit is a'Creature, as 
thy Books will teſtihe ; and now, according to thy own ſaying 
ſhall thy Sentence be : Ina publick Diſpute with me before ma- 
ny witneſſes, thou faift the Quakers were Idolators, and that 
thou wouldeft prove ; the way that then thou tookeſt to prove 
them was thus : The Light in Man is a Creature : the Quakers 
Worſhip the Light within: uow to Worſhip a Creature, is Ido- 
latry, f{aiſt thoy, and breaking Gods Commandments. I confeſs, 
if the light within be a Creature, thou haſt ſaid right: but it's 

proved, according to holy Scripture, that it is a Creating Spicit, 
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no Creature therefore, thou art found a Lyar according to th 
own words, and a blaſphemer of 'the Lords People, &. and nor 


+ only ſo, but alſo a private bringer jn of Damnable Herefic, as 


may appear, thus the holy Scriptures teſtific,that Fob bore wit- 
nefs to the Truth; the ſame John teſtiheth, that was the true 
Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world, and 
Chriſt ſaith, / am the Light of the world ; and the Spirit teſtif- 
cth, that he which tryech the Reins and Hearts, is he that was 
dead, and is alive, pointing to, and ſpeaking of Chrift, who 
eave his Life a Ranſom for all, in tafting Death for every man ; 
by this means many came by Chriſt to be bought : Now, The. 
Hicks, thou art one that Chriſt bought, as is beſore noted, and 
thou art one that denyes the Lord that bought thee, in denying. 
the Light within to be Chrift, &c. and this is the Reaſon why 
I have charged thee with damnable Heretic, &c. thou ſaycft in 
thy book before noted, ſpeaking of the Light within, upon the 
account of it to be mans ſpirit, that it ought tobe obeyed, which 
if on that account of being mans ſpirit, then according to thy 
own ſayings, thou.wouldft cauſes the People to be 1dolaters, and 
not only B as Scripture teftificth, thou wouldft lead the Peo- 
ple to be fooliſh; and ſee nothing, as may appear thus, mans (pt: 


_ rit is but a Candle fingly conſidered, which of it ſelf ſo confi- 


dered gives no light; if ſo, then they that follow it, as it is writ- 
ten, Ezek. 13: ;. ſee nothing ; ſuch was the ftate of the fooliſh 
Prophets of 1/rael, and ſuch is. and will be the Rate of all that 
follow thy Do&rine, to wit, fooliſh and ſee nothing ; for thou 
haſt ſaid the Light within is mans ſpirit, and it ought to beo- 
beyed: again. this thy ſaying tends privately to bring out of 
order man, as Scripture witneſleth : for the God of Order, by 
virtue of himſelf, hath ordered man to have dominion over his 
owa ſpirit: It is written, the ſpirit of the Prophets are ſubje& 
tothe Prophets and the wiſe King faith, he that hath not power 
over his own ſpirit is like a City without Walls, or broken down, 
Prov. 25. 28. 1 Cor. 14. 32. Again, mans ſpirit is the weak 


part, hence it is that the Prophet Malachi, Chap. 2. calls it ſhe: 
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Mark! Hecallsit ſhe, and ALLE heed to your fp'rits, and 
let none deal trayterouſly againſt the wiſe of his Youth : Mark! 
when men which bave Dominion by vertue of the Lord over 
their ſpirits, lets in the motion of-Satan intothem, then it comes 
by the Devil, to be Impriſoned, through mans treacherous deal- 
ings with it, who had power over it,and then Death reigneth and 
hath Dominion over it, as it's written over them that ſinneth, 
death hath dominion over both the man and his ſpirit becauſe of 
diſobedience to the Lord and man is under the dominion of fin,& 
Satan and would remain ſoit Chriſt did not now, as in the dayes 
of old, preach to the ſpirits in priſon to the bringing them out 
of the priſon Houſe by his power out of the pitt wherein there 
isno water : of this I ama witneſs, Glory be to God for cyer, 
Zach. 9. 11. 

By what is written may appear through the manifeſtation of 
Gods ſpirit what a ſad ſtate Tho. Ficks would lead men into by 
learning of them to obey the light within on the account of mans 
ſpirit : therefore as the wiſe King ſaith,ceaſe to hear the inftruRi- 

ons that cauſeth to err from the words of knowledge, Prov. 19. 
27. for Tho. Hicks denys the light in every man tobe God or 
Chrift, and affirms the light in every man is mans ſpirit : this pri- 
vate ly miniftreth occafion -where it is Received to believe that 
there is but two ſpirits in all the world, viz. the Spirit of 
Man, which he calls the light in every man, and the ſpirit of the 
Devil, No God inthem : for ſaith he in his fir& Book entituled-- 
A Dialogue betwen & Chrifltan and a Quaker, p. 3. but if thou ſait 
ſaith he, the light in every man is Chriſt and God, Idonot only - 
deny it, but charge it with Blaſphemy. Mark ! In this his ſay- 
ing, hc hath belyed himſelf as may appear thus, the Scripture js 
hisrule in Faith and Praciſe, as he ſaith, and yet upon ſo high 
concernment as the miſtery of God in man is, to whom the Pro- 
phets give their teſtimony to, he hath denyed ; and not only ſe, 
but blaſphemouſly chargeth the Faith of Gods Ele, with blaf- 
phemy without bringing any Scripture as a reaſon for it:t herefore 
I fay, in ſaying the Scripture is his Rule in Faith and PraRiſe,hg 
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By what is written may appear, thaton him and his Confede- 
rates is come what isnoted in the Scriptures, Of truth the ene» 
mies of the Lord ſhall be found lyers, Devr. 33. 29. the portion 
of lyers you may read Rev. 2 1. $. [ teſtifie from the Lord in the 
joy of my foul, thatthetime is come, and coming, that Saviours 
are upon Mount $Sioz, to judge the mount of Eſa, and the King - 
doms ſhall be the Lords, as he hath ſpoken by Obad4;ah. Amen. 

A few words in love to the Congregration of the Baptiſed 
People in the Deviſes, whom love in the Truth, when met to- 
yether to be read and confiderd amongſt them, and alſo by all 
ſorts of people, to ſatisfe them that do queſtion whether the 
Light, who is the Lord, is in men before they do believe. 

Friends, In my old years [| bave this love for you all, I beſcech 
you confider theſe three Particulars following, 

1. Whether you are Converted unto the Lord, yea, or no. 

2. If you think that you are Converted to God, whether that 
the Lord was in you before you were Converted, and that he 
was the Author of that work. 

3- If he was, what was that Spirit that wrought that work in 
you, if not the Light. God and Chrift is Light and Spirit, as 
Scripture witneſſeth; and as in days of old he did, ſo now in us 
he hath, and doth work all our works in us,7ſe.26.12. and we by 
him only make mention of his name, wv. 13. before Converſion 
- he was within us, calling to us, for the gifts, and calling of God 
are without Repentance, Roms. 11.29. andit was in order to it ; 
therefore Repentance is ſaid tobe the giſt of God, Ts 5. 31. 
2 Tim. 2. 7; EXC. | 

The cauſe why I have thus written toyou is, Lam jealous over 

70U with a godly jealouſie that you are not Converted, or you 
ave forgotten the Lord that did Convert you, if ever you were 
Converted ; for we that arc Converted unto God, do know of a 
truth that the Gift and Covenant of God, Chrift Jeſus, the 
Light of the World, according to Gods Promiue, as Scripture 


|. | witneſſeth, was in vs, enlightening of us before we did believe, 


.-in order to our: Repentance toward God and Faith towards our 
Lord 


Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. fo Phe. we are *Witneſſcs that the 
Lord'was'in us before Converſion, but we knew him 'not at that 
time; and now being Converted to that which may be known 
of God in us doth teftifie, that that which may be known of God 
is now, as in'times paſt, manifeſted within, Roms." 1. 19. Luke 17. 
2I. even the cternal Power and God-head. And this Trea- 
ſure we have now in earthen Veſlels, as they had in times 
paſt: as it is written, 2 Cor. 4- 7+ Confider of it, for my 
prayer to God is that you may all come to Repentance, and to 
the knowledg of the Truth, that ſo you may be ſaved by the 
Lord, and not always refift his holy Spirit, and tread under 
foot the blood of Gods Covenant, which is the Life of Jeſus, 
wherewith we are ſanRiged. I ſay again, confider of it, and the: 
great God, who is Light, give you alt underftanding in this the 

day of his love ; for the Lords Spirit will not always ftrive with 
men, nor ſtir in me to write to you, &c. Friends, take' heed of 
being in Confederacy with Tho. Hicks, and his Party ; left whilft 
you are apa the Quakers to prove them no Chriſtians, you 
your (clycs are found to be no true Converts. 


Farewell. 


Notations to Confidered. 
An unconverted ſtate is a periſhing ſtate, Luke 1 3. 3. 
Not to know Chrift in one is reprobate ſtate, 2 Cor.'13, 5. 
To deny Chrift come in the feſh is an Antichriſtian ſtate, 
2 John v. 7. 
To deny the Lord that bought one is damnable Hereſie, 6 
2 Pet. 2. 1: | 


I have marvelled that Profeſſors ſhould be againſt perſe&ion, 
attained in this life, until the Lord declared to me, that they rhat 
deny -the light within tobe Chriſt, ſhould die in their fins, as it 
is written, and although.a hundred years old ſhould be accur- 
ſed, Iſa. 65. SS. 7. 
| Now ifany Reader ſhogld think, ronching fo weighty a mat- 

ter, 
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ter, that this is but «ſhort Treatiſe, know, the time is come that 


« ſhort work will the Lord make in righteouſneſsin the carth, 


written by Robert Weſt in the Devize 
on the 234 day of the 4th Month 1674* 
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Poſtſcript. 


Notations. 
I. Tho Hicks hath belyed the Lord, in ſaying the light in eve- 
. ry man is not Chrift,,contrary to Fohns witnels, and the Tcfti. 
mony of Jeſus, John P. g.,0h, 8. 12. 
| 2. He hath belyed the Spirit of Promiſe, in ſaying the ſpirit 
; that convinceth the world of fin is mans ſpirit, contrary to the | 
witneſs of Chriſt, John 6. 14- 
| : 3- He hath belycd mans Spirit, in ſaying the light in every 
, man that Convinceth them of fin is mans ſpirit, for mans ſpirir 
is but the Candle, and they that follow it ſcenothing, Prov.20. | 
27. Job 21. 17. Ezek. 13. 3 ; 
4- He hath belyed: the breath God breathed into Man, by 
which Man became a Living ſoul, in that he hath ſaid it's mans 
ſpirit, for the breath-God breathed into man, as the wiſe King X 
| ſaith, is his wiſdom, the brightneſs of the everlaſting Light, as 
F | before is noted, and ſhall conſume the man of fin, 97/4. 7. 25. 
of © fn. 11.4. 2 Theſe2, 8. Lam. 4- 20. Gen 2+ 7- | 
5. He hath belycd the Lords People, whom the World in 
ſcorn calls Quakers, in ſaying they are Idolaters, and breakers of 
Gods Commands, becauſe they worſhip the. Light within, as 
they were, ſaith he, that worſhipped the Sun, Dialogue 3, {| 
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- 6, He bath belyed. himſelf, in ſaying the Scripture is his 
Rule in Faith and Practice, for he hath denyed the'Light with. 
in that trycth the Reins and Heart to be God and Chriſt, to 


' Which 
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_ which the Scripture witneſſeth , ' Col. x. 27. Rev: 2. 235: Now 


they that arc ruled by the power of God, believes, and are ruled 
according to holy Scripture in Faith, and Practice, &c. : 

7. He hath belyed me in giving @ falſe Relation, touching 
what I ſaid in my book, as may appear by his firkt Dialogue, pag. 


5. compared to that Book he alluJles to of mine : faith, R.w.. 


a Quaker publiſhed a Pamphlet intituled Damaable Hereſie diſcs- 
wvered; wherein he arreigneth, and condemneth as guilty of dam- 
nable Herifie, viz. the denying to worſhip the meaſure of light 
in every man : this ſaying is falſe : it was becauſe he denyed the 
light in every man which convinceth-them of fin to be the Lord, 


&7c: hs * ; 
» 3. 1 charge him ſor a ſupeRed lys, he ſaith many Quakers that: 


read this particular in my book condemns it, and cenſures the 
Perſon that ailerted it: this I ſuſpe& to bea lye, becauſe there: 
15 no ſuch Particular in that book to read; viz to worlhip the 
meaſure of light in every man, the word meaſure of Light is not 
in all the Book, &+c. 234 

Mark } Tho, Hicks ſaith in his firſt Dialogue, -pag. 5 3. He that 
ſhall give a falſe relation of another mans aſſertion, ſuch a man is- 
falſe and deceitful. Again, inhis firkt book page 74. he hath be- 
lyed me in ſaying, that I ſay, it is damnable Herelic to ſay Chritt 
was not actually exhibited in the- time of Aoſes: thele are his. 
ſayings, not mine, upon hiFaffirming that whilt Chriſt was hgur- 
ed out in Types, he was not aQtually in being. I ſaid he was 


' Antichriſt, becauſe, as Scripture witneſſeth, Chriſt by his Spirit 


Preached in: the davs of Noh to the ſpirits that ſometimes were 
diſobedient, and was inthe Church in the Wildernels, ec. 
Itis written; a Heretick is condemned of himſelf, Titzs 3. 11. 
Finally, what is written may appear that The. Hicks, according 
to his own ſaying, is a Heretick, and hath mortally wounded his 
own defign; which was to make void the light in every man, by. 
his denying it to be the true light which Job» bore witneſs to,. 
and. to prove the: Quakers to be Idolaters, and to be no Chrifti- 
ans. This was by Le defgnen, by-all kis three Books, may 
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>: -Mortal wound in ſaying the Light in every map, 33 .a Creature, | 
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nd ought to be obeyed, Dialegue 3. p. 8, 9. | 
So on him is come, as is noted in Scriptures of truth: I ſay again 
this notc an Heretick condemns himſelf, Tet. 3. 11. who isafter 
the firſt and ſecond admonitionto be rejected, by what is written 
may appear is come upon him and bis Confederates che wicked 
are enſnared in the works of his own hands, the Heathen js funk 
down in the pit they made, in the Net they bid is their own 
Foot taken, Pſal. 9. Glory be to God for ever, and for ever, who 

bath manifeſted it, and let all Gods Pg@fle ſay Amen. Selah. 

One thing more I will deſire the Reader to take otice.of . 
One of Tho. Hicks his Confederates a teaching man, on RE Sodep 
ſtanding I coming for Loxdox to give a Teſtimony againſt te 
afore-ſaid Hereſie, ſaid, Now the Maggot -moveth.,' becauſc [ 
ſaid I was moved of the Lord to manifeſt his folly, thus he 
ſpeakes evil of the Lord and his People for his words are againſt 
others beſfides my ſelf ; ſurely as it's written, the pride of For- 

' dan is ſpoyled, Zach. 11.9. 

I fay again, the pride of Jordas is ſpoiled, who thought to 
make void the Light in man to be of God or Chriſt; by deny- 
' ing of it. 2. To make void the Faith of Gods EleR by charg- 
ing of it with Blaſphemy. 3. To bring in contempt the bog 
dren of the Light, by ſaying that they which worſhip the I ight 
within are [dolaters, and breakers of Gods Command, and that 
they were no Chriſtians: by what is written may appear, that 
Tho. Hicks, and his Confederates are but water Chriftians, no 
true Converts, for they that were converted unto Gdd, were bg 
tized into Chriſt, who was in them the hope of Glory, a vich.. 
ning ſpirit; he that hath an ear to hear let him hear. Thus 1 
have born my teſtimony for the Lord, and againſt: deceit, and 

.4n ſo doing 1 bave cleared my Conſcicnce, and am free from the 
. Blood of all mien. * | 
| Written by Robert Welt in the Tear 1674+ 
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